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Children’s Book Report

By Bethanie Agnes and Greta Bonnaud



Introduction & Background

This report describes the process we used to create a children’s book with the support of a grant from the Henry Morris Memorial Trust.

The process began with our application in January 2022 followed by an interview in March. We have worked on illustrating the book for
6 months from March through to September.

This has been a collaborative project between Beth Agnes and Greta Bonnaud, both aged 15.

Over the four years we have known each other, we have often talked together about illustration and our dream to write and illustrate
our own children's books when we're older. Much of the bonding in our friendship came from our shared passion for art and the
storytelling you can do through it. However, with all the time and money that goes into producing hooks, it was always just a dream -
something we could only achieve when we grew up. That changed when the Henry Morris Memorial Trust presented us with an
opportunity that we couldn't pass by. £300 would allow us to print a book and then sell it with the proceeds going to charity.

After lots of ideas and brainstorming to create our pitch to the board, Beth went into the interview with our proposal and not long after
we were rewarded with the funding to create and print our very own children’s book. But for it to be printed we had to do the creating
first!



Project Concept

The basic idea for our story was a little girl stuck at home in the rain who finds a box of objects that lead her to imagine herself in
various settings which are presented to the reader as though they were really happening.

Before deciding on the story idea we came up with some basic criteria for what we wanted this book to achieve:

» Relatable characters

» Diversity

» Athought-provoking point of view

» Aclear storyline

* Interesting details

A good step up for beginner readers
» Pleasing to look at

A fun combination of two styles

» Playing with the idea of imagination
 Uplifting



When working on such an involved project like story writing,
communication and collaboration are really important. In each part of
the process we ensured this in different ways. Using tools like Google
docs where we could work on something at the same time from
different devices allowed us to keep up with the other’s progress.
Having agreed the main steps of the story, we decided to each try
writing our own version (1) which would allow us to fully express our
own creativity with no rules or restraints to start off with. To get two
basic full drafts of the story we each worked independently, before

then meeting up a couple of times on a free weekend in the spring
term to combine the drafts.

To carry out this process most efficiently we went through each
other's drafts and highlighted the lines that stood out to us (2) and
which we really wanted to include in the final draft. Collecting them
all in chronological order we placed them onto a different document
where we could start fleshing out the writing together based on this
scaled back version. This allowed us to both have a large part of our
writing in the final draft and the rest of the writing worked on
together as a joint effort (3). We followed the same process for the
blurb.
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Story Boardlng

After we had drafted the final version of the story it was time to
storyboard the potential compositions for each page. Using a very popular
digital illustration app - Procreate - Beth sketched out a complete
storyboard that Greta then went in and adjusted, again to ensure each of
us were represented in the final outcome. These sketches were very
rough as they simply suggested were things would go and how the story
would flow once text and images were combined.

Throughout creating the story board, flipping back and forth between the
google doc and all the other pages of the story board kept the ideas
consistent and in line with each other.

When creating compositions it was very important that we kept the pages
varied and individual yet working all together to compliment each other.
v A IG P By making some illustrions fill the whole page and some in boxes, some

| -":-" h o\ | 2 pae jumping out of boxes and some completely free on the page it hopefully
helps keep the reader engaged and makes the story come alive just that
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Inspiration

Its hard for an idea of style to form without some kind of inspiration to set your imagination going. There were many different places we gathered this,
whether it be from children's books we had growing up or collected more recently or whether it be in the endless digital library of art available online.
One way we shared this inspiration with one another was creating a Pinterest board we could both add to. This helped us better understand what each
others vision was for the illustrations and enabled us to agree on aspects we liked of different styles and things we may want to in our reflect in our
own. At the same time we needed to be realistic about what our beginner skills would let us do as Greta has been doing digital illustration for 4 years
and Beth was brand new to it.




Character Design

The character design process took up a large amount of
time as we wanted to explore many options to ensure we
liked the character. Both of us put forward ideas and
made rough drafts of the character though ultimately
Beth drew and completed the final designs of the
character. You will spot elements from most the
characters in the character we eventually settled for.

This 1s the final character

You many notice the characters do not
reflect the diversity we talked about
earlier however for the main character
we wanted first and foremost to reflect
both of us as we felt this was the story of
the adventures we went on as very
young children in our imaginations.
However, we made sure the other
characters in the book reflected a wider
range of ethnic backgrounds to allow all
children to see themselves in the story.

These three were some
of Beth's favourites




Backgrounds

With the backgrounds, we spent less time developing these as
we had a better understanding to begin with of what we
wanted them to consist of and the style it would have. Greta did
lots of testing of different digital brushes and invested in some
new digital brush sets from other online art creators. These
allowed new textures and finishes to be achieved in the end
result.

As the background would dictate the overall composition of the
piece it was important these were well thought through so
more detailed sketches were a higger part of the development
process. Though these did not always end up as the final
composition they allowed us to get a better sense of what the
final page would look like so Beth could plan the characters
that would go on them.
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Sometimes the plans were much more simple
when we could give each other verbal feedback
In person rather than send images back and
forth!




Gameplan

With now starting to get going on the final illustrations we needed
to make sure we had a clear idea in mind of how we would
execute the drawing process. From the beginning we had agreed
that Greta would do backgrounds (environments and
colourwashes) and Beth would do foreground (characters and
objects) as we though this would play best to our strengths and
let us easily overlay our work. We decided that Greta would
produce a background based around the storyboard and Beth
would import her image onto her device to draw her characters
on top of. We went for this approach to make sure they worked
together well and could be adjusted as we went along.

The best way to make both our drawings work together was,
instead of trying to replicate one style, which would most likely
be unsuccessful and take the life out of them, to really run with
the fact it was two people illustrating a picture and go for
completely different styles which would allow both our styles to
shine through and add a fun unique twist to the book.

Getting Organised

With all the different things we had to be juggling at once in order to
make a whole children's book in 6 months (a relatively short amount
of time for a project like this) we had to be very organised. One way
we did this was using a free app called notion. It let us create task
lists and different categories of plans etc. which we could both see
and edit at all times so we knew exactly what the other person
needed to do, was in the process of doing and had finished whilst also
keeping track of our own tasks.

As most of the work was done in the summer holidays when there was
no school, exams or homework to distract us it meant there was less
in person communication, so having online resources like these was
crucial.



Background Illustrations

Greta:

My focus when drawing the backgrounds is to create a fun and
visually interesting illustration without it distracting from the main
action. | usually start with a basic sketch blocking out the main
shapes. This helps me not to get caught up on the details too early on
and focus on the composition.

« For the colours | have a colour pallet which I've stuck to throughout the
book. | use a watercolour brush to block in large areas, making sure to
vary my colours and brushstrokes which gives the illustration texture.

« | then erase the rough shapes to create cleaner lines. | add more texture
and shading until I'm happy with the general picture.

 Next | add details. When doing this | have a list at hand which includes
plants and animals which live in the environment.

 Then | make any necessary adjustments to the colours and shadows.

« Finally I'l add a vignette (dark area around the image) to frame the
drawing and draw the eye in.

« The process generally takes around 2 hours but depends on the
complexity of the image.
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Foreground Illustrations

Beth:

When creating my contribution to the illustration, making sure the foreground
and character sat well withing Greta's background was something | thought
very important to consider throughout the process.

« To begin with | would create a sketch on top of the background. Sometimes this would
take a couple attempts to find a composition was happy with but often, using the
thumbnails created in the storyboard, it came very naturally.

« Blocking in the large areas of colour and adjusting settings till | was happy with the
base was the next step with each character. | followed my basic sketch underneath
but more refining for the shapes were done at this stage.

« Then it was time for the details. Using layering and clipping masks to make it look as
clean and professional as possible made the process much more time consuming.
However this is when the picture starts to really come together.

« last step is perfecting each layer and blending the two separate artworks into one
with lighting and shadows!

« This whole process on average took Th 30mins though it varies page to page, some
taking longer and some being quicker.

Using a variety of brushes helps create dept and interest within what might be
one plain colour bringing to life the drawings.




Putting it all together

Once all 30 pages had been completed it was time to put it all together.

This meant adding and formatting all the text on each page, putting
together the front and back cover with the blurb and book title and all
our information pages. This was all done on Procreate which made the
process much easier.

Charities

It was important to us to highlight the generosity of the Henry Morris
Memorial Trust in giving us a generous grant of £300 and we wanted to
recognise them in the book in some way so those reading would
recognise the multitude of people that went into creating this book.

We wanted to return the favour to another charity that held special

meaning to us as well and through much research we settled on
CAMFED. (website: https://camfed.org)
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CAMFED is the campaign for female education and their goal
Is to get as many girls into education as possible. CAMFED
works in partnership with communities, government schools,
and education authorities in Ghana, Malawi, Tanzania,
Zambia, and Zimbabwe. CAMFED not only pays school fees,
but provides other essentials, such as uniforms, books, and
sanitary protection, safe boarding facilities, or hicycles for
girls to get to school more quickly and safely. They also train
teachers in child protection, and young women as peer
mentors and role models to vulnerable girls. So far they have
sent 1 million children to primary school and many of those
up into further education. They are an amazing charity and
with our goal to raise £500 we could make a real difference,
sending 9 girls to school for a full year or supplying 50 girls
with all the equipment they need or 10 girls with a school
uniform!



Budgeting

To calculate the amount we would require
from the grant we settled on printing 100
copies. Using the website
https://print2demand.co.uk

we could use a special feature to mock up
the type of cover and paper and number of
pages allowing us to know the general
costs of how much each book would be to
print. With the limit of the grant being
£300 we knew we would have to self fund
the remaining cost of £100-150 with a loan
from family members. This money can be
paid back out of the sale costs, with the
balance going to our chosen charity.

Our latest quote for printing is £430. This
is £4.50 per book, so if we sell for £7.30
each, and pay back the £1.50 owed, it will
mean we can give £6.00 to charity for
each copy sold.

Selling

Our plan for selling the book is to
email our friends and family with
some sample pages and details of
how they can purchase a copy. We
are going to set up an Etsy shop to
handle orders and payments. If we
successfully sell all 100 we will
reinvest some of what we make
into printing more to advertise to
our school for purchase and once
we have sold as many as we can all

earnings will once again be given
to CAMFED.

Printing

Product

Trim Size

Mono/Colour
Orientation

Pages

Inner Paper Required
Cover Printing

Cover flaps (optional extra)
Cover Paper

Cover Lamination
Special Cover Finishes
Binding

Files supplied as

Proof Options

ISEN Services
Delivery

Quantity

Total

Softback Books

Bespake: 210 x 210 mm
Colour

Square

32

White Offset 120gsm

4 colour to outer only
MNone

260gsm Single sided board
Soft Touch matt lamination
Mone

Perfect Binding

Prirt ready PDF files

Loose Printed Proof {recommended)
would NOT like ISEN services included

UK delivery (including MNarthern Ireland)

100



Conclusion

We are very grateful to the Henry Morris Memorial Trust for enabling us to realise our dream of creating a children’s book and bringing it to a
wider audience.

As well as providing over £500 for a deserving charity it will also give us valuable experience to build on in future and may even play a role in
shaping our future career choices.

We hope you enjoy the book!



